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The far-right in the United Kingdom are using Vladimir Putin’s propaganda war for their 
own, 
unpatriotic and dangerous ends – to attack our systems of government, way of life and 
institutions of democracy.

This report from Lynn PR’s Misinformation Cell provides key insights into how they’re doing it, 
to help journalists, communicators, campaigners and policymakers in the UK fight back.

In the wake of the 2016 European Union referendum and United States presidential election, 
much of the attention and blame was directed away from the US and the UK, and towards
Russian dictator Vladimir Putin, who stood accused of ‘meddling’. Many of these accusations 
were plausible, and serious, but the chorus of blame often covered up a more disturbing 
truth: much of the damage to our democracies was ‘coming from inside the house’.

Our first report provided users with a Narrative Response Toolkit which contained simple, easy 
to follow content recommendations on how to fight back. 

Now we seek to help our colleagues in the UK understand the threats to our democracy from 
within, which are being bolstered by events happening abroad.

If you wish to know more about our mis/disinformation response services, or would like 
to partner with us in our pro-bono support for Ukraine, then please contact us.
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The UK far-right is pushing 
Putin’s propaganda

Stefan Rollnick,
Head of Misinformation Cell
at Lynn PR.

stefan@lynnpr.co.uk

By spreading disinformation, Putin is not simply seeking to 
misinform people in countries across the world, he is also
polluting the information space in a bid to create chaos where 
no source or piece of information can be trusted. His approach 
emboldens radical actors across the world to spread
disinformation and false narratives that attack their own 
systems of government, creating further disruption that can 
hamper democracies like the UK.

Since the beginning of the Russian invasion in Ukraine earlier 
this year, our Misinformation Cell has mobilised to provide 
campaigners, communicators, and social media users with 
the tools they need to fight Putin’s propaganda war. Our new 
report explores how far-right influencers and groups in the 
UK are parroting Putin’s propaganda narratives and equips 
journalists and policymakers with tools and techniques to fight 
this disinformation from within.

Shayoni Lynn
CEO and Founder, Lynn PR 

“

https://www.lynnpr.co.uk/narrative-response-toolkit/


The following report uses Lynn PR’s proprietary Misinformation Intelligence 
Assessment (MIA) to present a breakdown of the most prominent narratives on the 
invasion of Ukraine being pushed by the far-right in the United Kingdom. Our research 
team has manually analysed 94 pieces of content from a targeted list of 20 channels 
run by far-right actors and organisations based in the UK between Monday 28 February 
and Sunday 6 March 2022. It covers a range of actors - from the political fringes to the
mainstream - to provide a greater sense of what narratives are cutting through with 
non-radicalised but potentially vulnerable users. 

Spaces covered:

• Facebook
• Twitter
• Gettr

• Gab
• Telegram
• Selected ‘alternative news’ sites

Misinformation Intelligence 
Assessment (MIA)

Content warning: This report contains offensive and discriminatory language that some readers may find distressing.
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1. Attacks on the 
 ‘mainstream media’  

2.	 Influx	of	refugees 

3. Censorship of the Russian    
 perspective 

4. ‘Virtue signalling’
 culture  war 

5. Attacks on NATO

• The invasion is being used to attack the Labour party and its 
official and unofficial spokespeople. 

• On the more radical fringes of the far-right ecosystem, 
influencers are pushing conspiracy theories tying the invasion 
to the New World Order. 

• The crisis is being used to attack US President Biden and draw 
a contrast between him and President Putin. 

• We’re seeing justification of the invasion on the grounds that 
Ukraine is being run by neo-Nazis now being picked up and 
pushed by some. 

• There is some resistance	to	the	calls	for	a	no-fly	zone on the 
grounds it will simply escalate the war. 

• Some users are joining the chorus of attacks on Ukrainian 
President Zelensky coming from Russia.

Top themes: Additional Misinformation Cell quicktakes:
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1. Attacks on the ‘mainstream media’
Attacks on the British and American ‘mainstream media’ in order to discredit their reporting of
Putin’s aggression and Russian war crimes.

Top narratives, content, and themes

Examples

“The same bastards who locked us down now cry freedom”. On a video posted on Gab, Katie Hopkins urged followers 
not to be “swayed by the latest shiny, sparkly thing the media is trying to distract you with” as she connected Ukraine to 
COVID-19 – as  part of the media and politicians’ attempts to control and brainwash their populations. (1)

“So the Ukrainian journalist that put on quite the display today in front of Boris welllllll..... yeah you guessed right....” 
Twitter user Sir Mood 2022 tweeted a screenshot of the Ukrainian reporter who confronted Prime Minister Boris Johnson at 
a press conference in order to highlight her connection to the World Economic Forum, which many on the far-right see as a 
broader globalist conspiracy. (2)

“More obvious propaganda, anyone recognize this person??? I’m thinking he may have an actor page some-
where???” Far-right Telegram group The Resistance England claimed that members of the public being interviewed on Sky 
News about volunteering to fight in Ukraine were paid actors. (3) 



2.	Influx	of	refugees
The influx of refugees into countries neighbouring Ukraine is being used by some to whip up fear 
about migration and others are using ‘real’ white, Ukrainian refugees to discredit ‘undeserving’ 
black and brown refugees. 

Examples

“They’re	now	shipping	in	bus	loads	of	tanned	skin	fighting	age	men	into	Poland	and	calling	them	Ukrainian 
migrants….”  Gettr user UK-Patriot posted a video which appeared to show Ukrainian refugees disembarking in Poland. 
Parts of the far-right are trying to stoke fears that the Ukrainian refugee crisis is going to be used as a smokescreen for  
“Muslim terrorists”. (4) 

“I hope all the UK “Do Gooders” are watching closely at what a real refugee looks like as opposed to the young  
African men blagging their way across the channel.” Twitter user Craig Smith went beyond Islamophobia and also made 
an explicit connection between a refugee’s skin colour and the legitimacy of their need for sanctuary. (5)

“Yeah right. How much is Ugly Patel getting from Soros?” Voice of Wales Telegram group posted a link to a Daily Mail 
story about Home Secretary Priti Patel’s announcement that 100,000 Ukrainian refugees will be allowed into the UK. Some 
users tied this announcement to Jewish philanthropist George Soros, playing into far-right tropes about a Jewish elite 
facilitating the destruction of white Christian culture through their support for globalisation and migration. (6)

Top narratives, content, and themes



3. Censorship of Russia
Users are contrasting the UK and US ‘mainstream media’ with what they perceive to be more independent 
and factual Russian media. Action by social media platforms to restrict access to Russian state channels has 
increased their perception that the West has something to hide.

Examples

“YouTube bans Russia Today, because only one side can be heard when the media are lying to you!” UK-based 
Neo-Nazi Mark Collett (7) reacted to the news of YouTube banning Russia Today by framing it as part of a conspiracy to
mislead the British public. (8)

“Odysee BACKS Free Speech - Joe Rogan now RT”. Laura Towler, deputy leader of the far-right white nationalist group 
Patriotic Alternative (9), posted a link from RT on her Telegram channel (now deleted), highlighting that RT is still being 
platformed on the alternative video sharing platform Odysee – while mainstream platforms are taking action to remove them. 
Joe Rogan has proven to be a rallying cry for many of these ‘free speech activists’, and RT’s take down plays into their
broader narrative around perceived censorship. (10)

“The	first	casualty	of	war	is	truth”. Ex-leader of the British National Party Nick Griffin (11) posted a link to an RT story on 
Twitter which details how users can access RT’s content even as heavier restrictions are placed on them. This plays into
Russia and the far-right’s shared grievance with what it perceives to be the biased, liberal values of social media companies, 
but this is a necessary measure to limit Russia’s ability to pump propaganda into the global information ecosystem. (12)  

Top narratives, content, and themes



4. Virtue signalling
Far-right actors are trying to fracture British unity in support for Ukraine by creating a culture war around 
‘virtue signalling’ – drawing comparisons to other social justice issues like Black Lives Matter and 
transgender rights.

Examples

“Ridiculous virtue signalling”. Leader of the Heritage Party and ex-London Assembly Member for the United Kingdom 
Independence Party (UKIP) (13) David Kurten tweeted the above quote in response to news that the Co-op had removed a 
brand of Russian vodka from sale “as a sign of solidarity with the people of Ukraine”. (14) 

“A public service announcement”. The Voice of Wales Telegram channel shared a meme which jokes that “since March 1st 
it is mandatory to support Ukraine to enter bars, restaurants, cinema and travel”, with an image of The Simpsons family from 
the popular TV show holding Ukrainian flags with syringes sticking out of their backs. These types of memes seek to draw a 
connection between vaccination passports and support for Ukraine as two forms of government control. (15)

“Changing	profile	pics	of	brainwashed	normies”. The Resistance England shared a meme from notorious health 
disinformation spreader David Avocado Wolfe (16) ridiculing ‘normie’ social media users for updating their profile pictures in 
line with a perceived government agenda – comparing advocacy for mask wearing, to support for Black Lives Matter, public 
announcement of vaccination and support for Ukraine. (17)

Top narratives, content, and themes



5. Attacking NATO
Some far-right campaigners have explicitly taken on President Putin’s narrative that the Russian invasion is 
justified on the ground that NATO expansion left the Kremlin with no choice but to invade Ukraine.

Examples

“INNOCENT	CITIZENS	of	Ukraine	having	to	suffer	consequences	that	arise	from	CORRUPTION,	greed	and	power,	by	
politicians and elites.”. Twitter user Keith Truther blamed the invasion on the fact that “NATO agreed years ago NOT to move 
east nearer to Russia”. (18)

“NATO	is	to	Blame	for	the	Conflict	in	the	Ukraine”. White supremacist Mark Collett also used his Telegram channel to push 
Putin’s narrative of who is to blame for the invasion. Collett posted: “Whilst the mainstream media is demonising Russia and 
laying the blame for the current conflict at the feet of the [sic] Vladimir Putin, the truth of the matter is very different.” (19)

“They [NATO] are deliberately trying to take Ukraine out of Russia’s orbit which it was in before”. David Kurten
appeared on the show of Sonia Poulton – a conspiracy theorist and producer famous for her documentaries on Paedophiles 
in Parliament and Madeleine McCann (20) – to attack NATO. Kurten’s take illuminates one of the reasons why the far-right has 
found themselves on the same side of as the Russian dictator: “You can’t believe a word of what they say. I don’t trust them 
to be telling the truth. There’s a principle I’ve used in politics: if the Labour Party, the Tories, the mainstream media, Biden, 
Trudeau and all these people who are acting against us are all suddenly saying something in concert with each other, and 
spinning a new narrative, the truth is probably the exact opposite.” (21) 

Top narratives, content, and themes



Attacks on the Labour Party – “Kiev is being bombed and invaded and they’re still running more public transport services than 
bloody TFL” (22)

New World Order – “They’ve barely touched the depopulation process yet. On top of the massive promotion of LGBTQ, abortion and 
vaxx-attacks, we now see them moving towards Cold War hysteria conscription and then Hot War. Ordinary lads and lasses go off to 
kill the ‘enemy’ and get slaughtered in turn, while the global elite goblins laugh at us and line their pockets.” (23)

Attacks on Biden – “America has zero moral authority to criticize the choices of another nation’s leader. There aren’t hundreds of 
photos of Putin sniffing little children while his son smokes crack and gets blown by every sex slave in Ukraine while mentally ill 
trannies in his administration opnely work to noramlise pedophilia and sex with dogs. The Biden administration has literally made 
America a global embarrassment.” (24)

Ukrainian neo-Nazis – “I wonder what side these lads are fighting on??? Ukraine, Hitler or ISIS???” (25) 

No-fly	zone –  “BBC News leads tonight with an Ukrainian appeal for a no fly zone at the same time showing pictures of people 
suffering immensely. The consequences of a no fly zone enforced by NATO would be Nuclear Armageddon. The BBC are a danger to 
humanity with their propaganda.” (26)

Attacks on Zelensky – “Vladimir Putin is not a sympathetic character. Neither is corrupt Zelensky who allowed his country to be 
sold. Neither are the Bidens who (among other western families) purchased it. I feel bad for nobody but the innocent civilians who are 
suffering beneath this mess”. (27)

Other themes of interest

lynnpr.co.uk



1.   https://gab.com/KTHopkins/posts/107893277367658649 
2.   https://twitter.com/themood2020/status/1498746618937589761 
3.   https://t.me/theresistanceengland/27760 
4.   https://www.gettr.com/post/pyci6ue062 
5.   https://twitter.com/cwsmith1/status/1499353228143693830 
6.   https://t.me/VoiceOfWales/3722 
7.   https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/youtube-cashes-in-on-neo-nazis-hate-videos-9gg0nbvd6 
8.   https://t.me/markacollett/4126 
9.   https://hopenothate.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/state-of-hate-2021-final-2.pdf 
10.  https://t.me/lauratowler/3073 
11.  http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/4670574.stm 
12.  https://www.rt.com/russia/551256-how-access-rt-censorship-bypass/ 
13.  https://www.davidkurten.net/ 
14.  https://twitter.com/davidkurten/status/1499462072748449795 
15.  https://t.me/VoiceOfWales/3754 
16.  https://eu.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2020/07/17/even-covid-19-pandemic-techfirms-profit- 

 anti-vaxx-movement-column/5441951002/ 
17.  https://t.me/theresistanceengland/27775 
18.  https://twitter.com/Keithpoker1/status/1498740100225712131 
19.  https://t.me/markacollett/4147 
20.  https://www.imdb.com/name/nm6213516/ 
21.  https://twitter.com/SoniaPoulton/status/1498273020997160961 
22.  https://www.facebook.com/TPointUK/posts/1164553617644434 
23.  https://t.me/NickGriffin/4273 
24.  https://www.gettr.com/post/pygljef4cd 
25.  https://t.me/TommyRobinsonNews/33324 
26.  https://twitter.com/UnityNewsNet/status/1500230732916080648 
27.  https://www.gettr.com/post/py4csp627d 

Lynn PR is one of the UK’s leading behavioural science communications firms. 
The Misinformation Cell is the UK’s first anti-mis/disinformation service for PR and Communications. 

For more information visit lynnpr.co.uk or email contact@lynnpr.co.uk

This is a pro-bono report produced at pace on top of existing client and pitch work. Please forgive any typos.
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