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Introduction.

W elcome to Lynn’s 2022 review of 

Misinformation: The Year That Was. 

At Lynn, we’re dedicated to sharing knowledge and best 

practice, ensuring that everyone in communications and 

related industries are prepared to tackle misinformation.

We hope you will find our insights and observations useful 

for your work. 

If we can support your endevours to protect your work, 

your reputation or your audiences from misinformation, 

we would be delighted to.

For more information please engage with us 

via contact@lynn.global 

Introduction.

mailto:contact%40lynn.global?subject=
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Reflection.

Reflecting on the year that was, we 
look for lessons. For those working 
across the public, private and third 
sectors, these lessons will help you 
take the fight forwards in 2023. 

Conspiracy thinking and associated 

misinformation has been around long 

before social media. It connects the 

unconnected, creating communities 

around shared beliefs, giving us meaning 

and identity that we all so desperately 

crave. In 2022, it was supercharged; 

propelled by social media, global crises 

and political actors.

Now in 2023, our priority must 
be to protect those for whom 
misinformation creates real-world 
harm. The citizens of Ukraine and Syria 

forced to flee their countries; young 

parents swindled into taking unproven 

treatments instead of a life-saving vaccine; 

religious and ethnic groups falling victim 

to identity based hate; people on the 

gender spectrum scared to acknowledge 

who they are for fear of physical violence; 

future and current generations who will 

have to endure a changing climate.

Elie Weisel, survivor of the Holocaust – one 

of the greatest disinformation-fueled 

catastrophes to date – reminds us of 

our collective power: “We must take 
sides. Neutrality helps the oppressor, 
never the victim. Silence encourages 
the tormentor, never the tormented. 
Sometimes we must interfere.”

This report is for anyone who is in a 
position to interfere: to empower the 
public and to clean up the polluted 
information space. We’ve identified 
four key areas to watch going into 
2023: developing effective strategies, 
the role of the platforms, democratic 
backsliding, and the globalisation of 
disinformation.

We must take sides. 
Neutrality helps
the oppressor,
never the victim. 
Silence encourages
the tormentor,
never the tormented. 
Sometimes we
must interfere.

“ “
- Elie Weisel

Reflection.

Stefan Rollnick

Head of The Misinformation Cell 
at Lynn
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Intelligence community led the way with a proactive approach 
to Russian disinformation in Ukraine

The myth of Putin and the ‘digital propaganda wizards’ died as we 
realised that winning the information war is possible

Our understanding of the effectiveness of ‘fact-checking’ became 
even more nuanced as we learnt more about its potential and 
limitations

Key takeaways.
 
It’s time for academics and communication practitioners to work 
together more closely. We need to better understand what works 
in situ, not just in the lab.

Top 
themes.

The year of 
the fightback.

Top themes.

The emerging science and practice of fighting 
misinformation is grounds for optimism.

https://www.ft.com/content/9b3bc8c0-d511-4eec-9cbd-5a4f432f6909
https://mediawell.ssrc.org/expert-reflections/on-digital-disinformation-and-democratic-myths/
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-biolabs-how-attempts-to-debunk-a-conspiracy-theory-only-helped-it-spread-180403
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-biolabs-how-attempts-to-debunk-a-conspiracy-theory-only-helped-it-spread-180403
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Top themes.

Hungary’s descent into autocracy revealed the far-right’s effective 
playbook for capturing and destroying democracies

Qanon – and its underlying narrative – continued its global expansion 
and made strides towards the mainstream

Political violence motivated by conspiracy beliefs demonstrated a real 
and present threat, not only to life, but to the fabric of democracy

Key takeaways.
 
To confine political extremism to the fringes, pro-democracy 
coalitions are needed within and between parties, bolstered 
by explicit support from the private sector.

Propelled by disinformation and conspiracy 
theories, democracies continued to backslide.

Democracy 
at a crossroads.

Top themes.

Post-labelling as a moderation tool continued to produce mixed 
results

Platform neutrality became harder as anti-democratic movements 
made electoral gains in established democracies

Platforms continued to face accusations of underperforming in the 
global south, exposing users to more low quality information

Key takeaways.
 
Despite the steady drumbeat of public outrage, we still await significant 
legislation addressing the algorithmic harms of social media. This 
constitutes a serious democratic failure. Our political leaders must act now.

As polarisation hardened, the tension between 
platforms as neutral arbiters – as well as the need to 
limit misinformation – increased.

Pressure 
on platforms.

Top themes.

https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/10/06/populists-in-europe-especially-those-on-the-right-have-increased-their-vote-shares-in-recent-elections/
https://theconversation.com/how-the-queen-of-canada-is-making-inroads-into-the-u-s-australia-and-beyond-189359
https://lynn.global/decoding-the-far-rights-gun-violence-playbook/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8675217/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8675217/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/14/greene-social-media-misinformation/
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2022/oct/06/disinformation-in-spanish-facebook-twitter-youtube
https://www.theguardian.com/media/2022/oct/06/disinformation-in-spanish-facebook-twitter-youtube
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Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.

Russian and Chinese disinformation is finding a receptive audience 
in the global south. The importance of seeing beyond ‘information 
deficit’ models of disinformation builds as resentment for the global 
north is leveraged.

We must be wary of assuming that foreign disinformation is effective, 
especially when domestic actors have greater cultural influence

Disinformation narratives don’t respect geographical or cultural 
boundaries, and we must be ready for them appearing in our 
domestic audiences

Key takeaways.
 
Successful models for direct counter-disinformation efforts on social 
media (e.g. NAFO fellas) are focused more on alternative outcomes 
(e.g. fundraising) than on winning hearts and minds.

It’s time to question our assumptions on 
the effectiveness of foreign and domestic 
disinformation.

Globalisation of 
disinformation.

Top themes.

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2022-09-08/china-and-russia-s-lies-are-winning-over-the-global-south
https://twitter.com/benimmo/status/1574735171122647041?s=20&t=5HVGDxMO9uetc5rRazMcRQ
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/stefan-rollnick-587902104_drag-queen-story-hour-i-just-walked-past-activity-6963846145064243202-rfUi?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/stefan-rollnick-587902104_drag-queen-story-hour-i-just-walked-past-activity-6963846145064243202-rfUi?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
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January.

January -

Pfizer.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
January

A misinformation 
outbreak circulated, 
claiming that the 
CEO of Pfizer had 
publicly refuted 
the effectiveness 
of the company’s 
own vaccines for 
COVID-19.

What you need to know | The 

quote was deliberately taken out 

of context, as CEO Albert Bourla 

discussed how the Pfizer vaccine 

would fare against the most recent 

Omicron mutation of the COVID-19 

virus. The clip was taken up and 

spread as anti-vaccine propaganda 

by influential disinformation 

spreaders, including US Republican 

Congressman, Ron Paul.

People are saying | Virologist 

David LV Bauer, who was victim 

of a similar out-of-context viral 

misinformation spread, said: “Part of 

the appeal of such misinformation 

is that it restores a sense of agency 

to people who lack a sense of 

control over their own lives. It makes 

people feel part of a “tribe” of those 

in the know”.

Analysis.

Private companies whose products support public health, climate action or 

the democratic process, are increasingly finding their brand caught up in 

misinformation storms

Taking public interviews out of context is a now established tactic of 

conspiracy theorists. Brands should keep this in mind when they strategise 

how they prep messaging for public facing events

Quick rebuttals can be helpful for specific audiences, but will fall on deaf ears 

with determined detractors.

https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-bourla-omicronprotection-idUSL1N2TT29Z
https://www.reuters.com/article/factcheck-bourla-omicronprotection-idUSL1N2TT29Z
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/sep/07/virologist-work-anti-vaxxers-covid
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February.

February -

Rogan.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
February

The White House wades into the debate about 
Joe Rogan’s podcasts on Spotify, urging the 
platform to do more to limit the spread of 
health misinformation. 

What you need to know | Spotify faced pressure from scientists to take 

action against Joe Rogan after his podcast platformed Dr Rober Malone – 

who had recently been deplatformed by Twitter for violating their COVID-19 

misinformation policies. Rogan also faced criticism for using the N-word on his 

podcast. Spotify’s chief, Daniel Ek, however, refused to take action against the 

podcaster. Rogan has a history of platforming radical actors, including Sandy 

Hook shooting-denier Alex Jones.

People are saying | From the open letter sent from 270 health experts 

to Spotify: “Mass-misinformation events of this scale have extraordinarily 

dangerous ramifications. As scientists, we face backlash and resistance as 

the public grows to distrust our research and expertise. As educators and 

science communicators, we are tasked with repairing the public’s damaged 

understanding of science and medicine. As physicians, we bear the arduous 

weight of a pandemic that has stretched our medical systems to their limits 

and only stands to be exacerbated by the anti-vaccination sentiment woven 

into this and other episodes of Rogan’s podcast.”

Analysis.

Neutrality for platforms – and, increasingly, brands – is no longer possible. The 

White House’s involvement in the debate goes to show that even if platforms 

don’t want take a side, their customers and political actors will call upon them 

to choose one

Spotify’s compromise to add health labelling to episodes containing 

misinformation is now a favoured tactic of platforms who want to quiet 

criticism without affecting their profit margin

Rogan, along with the sway he holds over this audiences, indicates that 

domestic actors are far more damaging than any foreign disinformation 

campaigns.

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/joe-rogan-spotify-covid-white-house-b2005488.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/14/experts-confront-spotify-over-misinformation-in-joe-rogan-podcast.html
https://www.politifact.com/article/2022/jan/06/who-robert-malone-joe-rogans-guest-was-vaccine-sci/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-60286699
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-60286699
https://apnews.com/article/shootings-school-connecticut-conspiracy-alex-jones-3f579380515fdd6eb59f5bf0e3e1c08f
https://apnews.com/article/shootings-school-connecticut-conspiracy-alex-jones-3f579380515fdd6eb59f5bf0e3e1c08f
https://www.euronews.com/2022/01/31/spotify-will-add-advisory-to-covid-19-podcasts-after-misinformation-protest
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March.

Promoted by 
Russia and China, a 
conspiracy theory 
about American 
biolabs on Ukrainian 
soil goes viral in far-
right online spaces.

What you need to know | In the 

early days of the Russian invasion 

of Ukraine, QAnon accounts began 

to spread false information about 

Russia’s real intentions, which is 

believed were to dismantle U.S-

owned biolabs in Ukraine. The 

labs are real, but they’re not for 

bioweapons – they’re focused on 

detecting diseases to prevent 

the spread of bioweapons. The 

conspiracy theory was then boosted 

by Russian and Chinese propaganda.

People are saying | Justin Ling, for 

Foreign Policy, stated: “This theory 

hangs on the entirely discredited 

idea that the coronavirus was 

designed as a bioweapon, perhaps 

by the U.S. government itself. And 

yet, the theory is being shared 

thousands of times, faster than 

regulated social media networks 

can yank the conspiracy theory 

down. On unregulated platforms, 

such as Telegram and 8chan, the 

conspiracy theory has become 

incredibly popular, racking up 

hundreds of thousands of hits each 

day.”

March -

Biolabs.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
March

Analysis.

An analysis from Queensland University of Technology shows that White 

House efforts to correct the false information actually spread it further

To go beyond correcting misinformation, Lynn’s The Misinformation Cell 

produced a Narrative Response Toolkit for social media users looking to build 

resilience in their own online communities

This case provides yet more evidence that the most effective foreign 

interference’s strategy is about piggybacking off domestic disinformation, 

rather than manufacturing it.

https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/internet/qanon-ukraine-biolabs-russian-propaganda-efforts-boosted-us-far-right-rcna19392
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/internet/qanon-ukraine-biolabs-russian-propaganda-efforts-boosted-us-far-right-rcna19392
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/internet/qanon-ukraine-biolabs-russian-propaganda-efforts-boosted-us-far-right-rcna19392
https://www.mediamatters.org/russias-invasion-ukraine/conspiracy-theory-about-hunter-biden-and-ukrainian-biolabs-went-qanon
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/03/social-media-posts-misrepresent-u-s-ukraine-threat-reduction-program/
https://www.factcheck.org/2022/03/social-media-posts-misrepresent-u-s-ukraine-threat-reduction-program/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/02/ukraine-biolabs-conspiracy-theory-qanon/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/02/ukraine-biolabs-conspiracy-theory-qanon/
https://theconversation.com/ukraine-biolabs-how-attempts-to-debunk-a-conspiracy-theory-only-helped-it-spread-180403
https://lynn.global/narrative-response-toolkit/
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April.

The French election is hit with misinformation 
and disinformation as the 2020 U.S playbook is 
repurposed by extreme, populist movements.

What you need to know | An analysis from the EU Disinfo Lab provides a 

useful picture of how disinformation was weaponised to sow distrust in the 

election process. The three most common disinformation narratives – in order 

of frequency – were ‘political polarisation’, ‘economic polarisation’ and ‘election 

distrust’. Video was by far the most common medium for disinformation – 

making up 62.7% of the content sampled – followed by image (16.4%), text 

(15.4%) and website (5.9%).

People are saying | Theophile Lenoir in Tech Policy Press observed: “During 

the election, we did see a lot of problematic content. We did see a lot of 

growing narratives around the polls, around the legitimacy of the election 

process, around questioning institutions. But these have remained relatively 

closed and French communities. And so these narratives haven’t entered very 

highly visible spaces.”

April -

Resilience.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
April

Analysis.

The US far-right 2020 playbook for delegitamising democratic elections is 

being replicated across the world with varying degrees of success – France 

shows a good example of what resilience looks like

According to the EU Disinfo Lab analysis, narratives delegitamising the 

election ‘failed to break through the barrier of traditional media’, which 

is a limited success given broader demographic shifts to getting news on 

platforms instead of through traditional media

However, it’s just as important to acknowledge the successes as well as the 

threats. French democracy was able to make it through the election bruised, 

but in one piece.

https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/what-did-disinformation-look-like-during-the-2022-french-presidential-election-an-overview-based-on-fact-checking-articles/
https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/what-did-disinformation-look-like-during-the-2022-french-presidential-election-an-overview-based-on-fact-checking-articles/
https://www.disinfo.eu/publications/what-did-disinformation-look-like-during-the-2022-french-presidential-election-an-overview-based-on-fact-checking-articles/
https://techpolicy.press/countering-disinformation-in-the-french-election/
https://www.google.com/search?q=young+people+getting+news+on+tiktok&rlz=1C1VDKB_en-GBGB988GB988&oq=young+people+getting+news+on+tiktok&aqs=chrome..69i57.3281j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=young+people+getting+news+on+tiktok&rlz=1C1VDKB_en-GBGB988GB988&oq=young+people+getting+news+on+tiktok&aqs=chrome..69i57.3281j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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May.

Two mass-shootings 
in the United States, 
one in Buffalo, New 
York, and another 
in Uvalde, Texas, 
produce a dangerous 
narrative response 
from the far-right.

What you need to know | A 

racially motivated shooting in 

Buffalo, New York, was committed 

by a self-described ‘terrorist’, killing 

10 and wounding 3 in a supermarket 

in a predominantly black 

neighbourhood. The killer produced 

an 180-page manifesto that follows 

in the footsteps of other domestic 

terrorists, in which he outlined his 

commitment to the racist Great 

Replacement conspiracy theory. 

Second, a shooting at an elementary 

school in Uvalde, Texas, brought 

back traumatic memories to a 

nation still recovering from previous 

massacres of young children.

People are saying | Analysis by 

Michael Feola in The Washington 

Post saying: “Those gripped by 

replacement fears typically 

propose that the White birthrates 

must be increased. This emphasis 

on reproduction has been long 

raised by U.S. white-supremacist 

movements as a path toward a 

majority-White nation. The opening 

lines of the Buffalo Screed say that 

“if there’s one thing I want you to 

get from these writings, it’s that 

White birthrates must change.”

May  -

Replacement.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
May

Analysis.

This act of domestic terrorism serves as a reminder that disinformation and 

its resultant radicalisation has real world consequences

As we so often do, we saw a spike in disinformation in response to both these 

tragic shootings. The Misinformation Cell decoded these and found 6 key 

messaging tactics: white victimhood, cultural degradation, secret cabals, 

freedom vs tyranny, politicise everything and attack the media

The Misinformation Cell’s recommended counter-playbook includes: a larger 

us, tell stories, from the bottom up, expose motives, curate communicators 

and keep it local. (read the full analysis here)

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/15/buffalo-shooting-supermarket-new-york-joe-biden
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/may/15/buffalo-shooting-supermarket-new-york-joe-biden
https://icct.nl/publication/the-buffalo-attack-an-analysis-of-the-manifesto/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-61573377
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-61573377
https://lynn.global/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Lynn-Decoding-the-far-rights-gun-violence-playbook.pdf
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June.

June -

Whistleblow.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
June

Analysis.

While the first era of Big Tech scrutiny focused mainly on the global north – 

namely the US – scrutiny is now most often found wherever there is stress on 

democracies or an absence of democracy (i.e. authoritarian states)

Meta was accused of bias for not acting decisively enough to shut down 

influence campaigns on behalf of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party. The 

accusation at Meta is sensitive precisely because this is a very real tension 

platforms face. Trying to lobby governments without losing their role as a 

neutral arbiter is fragile at best.

Zhang is another demonstration of the potential – and limitations – of 

whistleblowers. Making noise is easy, getting legislative change is not.

Former Facebook (now Meta) employee, 
Sophie Zhang, spoke out about the lack of 
action from Indian lawmakers after she blew 
the whistle on the tech giant’s alleged lack 
of action against coordinated inauthentic 
activity on its platform. 

What you need to know | Sophie Zhang was a ‘low level’ data scientist at 

Meta before she was fired in August 2020 for ‘poor performance’ – something 

which Zhang claims was due to her prioritising eradicating inauthentic 

networks on the platform instead of other duties. Zhang accused Meta of not 

doing enough to combat inauthentic networks in countries across the world – 

including India – namely Meta India’s public policy team of ‘bias and favouring 

the [ruling] BJP’.

People are saying | In an interview with The Guardian, Sophie Zhang said: 

“I tried to fix this problem within Facebook … I spoke to my manager, my 

manager’s manager, different teams, and everyone up to a company vice-

president in great detail. I repeatedly tried to get people to fix things … I 

offered to stay on for free after they fired me, and they said no. I hoped that 

when I made my departure post it might convince people to change things, 

but it hasn’t.”

https://www.independent.co.uk/asia/india/sophie-zhang-facebook-india-whistleblower-b2090780.html
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/apr/12/facebook-fake-engagement-whistleblower-sophie-zhang
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/fb-whistleblower-accuses-india-bosses-of-bias-in-favour-of-bjp-mp/articleshow/92025150.cms
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2021/apr/12/facebook-fake-engagement-whistleblower-sophie-zhang
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July.

Elections experts 
in Kenya warned 
that rising mis and 
disinformation could 
lead to increased 
social tensions, 
potentially risking 
an overspill into 
violence.

What you need to know | Tensions 

running into this election were 

high thanks to outgoing President 

Uhuru Kenyatta’s announcing his 

support of the opposition leader, 

and not his own deputy. Analysis 

from the Mozilla foundation found 

that TikTok was one of the worst 

offending platforms for the spread 

of disinformation and hate speech. 

False claims circulating included 

an endorsement from President 

Obama and forged academic 

qualifications, as well as ‘hate 

speech ads’.

People are saying | From Global 

Justice’s report on the election: “All 

of this points to a broken system. 

For one of the world’s wealthiest 

companies, with staggering reach 

and a responsibility not to facilitate 

division and harm, Facebook can 

and should do better.”

Analysis.

These are yet more concrete examples of how online disinformation and hate 

speech creates real world harm – and of how election integrity and social 

tensions are often some of the first casualties of widespread disinformation 

and polarisation

TikTok is increasingly becoming a platform of concern for misinformation 

and disinformation – especially as younger audiences get their news from the 

platform over traditional sources

For strategic communicators, the Kenyan election provides another example 

of how vacuums of information reliably lead to the spread of misinformation

July -

Overspill.

Misin-
forma-
tion by 
month.
July

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-06-26-fake-news-disinformation-risk-causing-violent-elections-warn-experts/
https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2022-06-26-fake-news-disinformation-risk-causing-violent-elections-warn-experts/
https://foundation.mozilla.org/en/campaigns/kenya-tiktok/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/61591054
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/61591054
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/62070665
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/62070665
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/digital-threats/hate-speech-kenyan-election/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/digital-threats/hate-speech-kenyan-election/
https://www.globalwitness.org/en/campaigns/digital-threats/hate-speech-kenyan-election/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/24/tiktok-election-misinformation-voting-politics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-62238307
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-62238307
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/62495970
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August.

Male supremacist influencer, Andrew Tate, 
was deplatformed from major social media 
platforms for violating terms of service – 
specifically relating to misogynistic content.
What you need to know | Tate was a kickboxer who became well-known as 

a contestant on Big Brother in 2016. Tate also ran a webcam business where 

women encouraged desperate men to part with their cash – something which 

Tate later admitted was ‘all a scam’. Tate’s scams are now more subtle and 

ideological: Tate has more recently made himself famous off the back of his 

business and dating advice as part of Hustlers University. Tate was booted from 

the platforms in August for breaching hate-speech rules around misogynistic 

language.

People are saying | Ikran Dahir for Buzzfeed said: “While for many, Tate, with 

his overt displays of wealth and misogynist language, appeared seemingly 

out of nowhere this summer, he’s actually been steadily growing his following 

over the past couple of years. After first appearing on Big Brother in 2016, the 

former professional kickboxer built a small empire marketing himself as the 

“Top G” and selling online courses at $500 each. The 11 courses were aimed at 

helping men become better at dating, such as the “Pimpin Hoe Degree” and 

“Instagram Playbook,” similar in style to the pickup artists of the early 2000s. 

Those courses have been removed from his website and can no longer be 

purchased.”

Analysis.

The growth of the ‘manosphere’ – the network of online male supremacists 

preying on vulnerable young men – is a toxic concoction. From direct hatred 

of women, to unhealthy dating advice, to calls for complete male separation 

from women, the ‘manosphere’ readily generates toxic masculinity

It’s an extremely dangerous form of radicalisation – one that can lead to lethal 

violence by an intimate partner, all the way to political radicalisation and 

mass shootings

Laura Bates’ book, Men Who Hate Women, is a must read for anyone who 

wants to understand how male supremacists are leveraging a generation of 

men’s deepest insecurities to grow their movement

Misin-
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Manosphere.

https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/viral/andrew-tate-facebook-instagram-ban-meta-rcna43998
https://www.cnet.com/culture/andrew-tate-the-arrest-greta-thunberg-feud-and-everything-else-you-need-to-know/
https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/brothers-make-millions-using-webcam-26508739
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/ikrd/andrew-tate-hustlers-university
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/ikrd/andrew-tate-hustlers-university
https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/statistics/crime/UN_BriefFem_251121.pdf
https://everytownresearch.org/report/misogyny-extremism-and-gun-violence/
https://everytownresearch.org/report/misogyny-extremism-and-gun-violence/
https://www.simonandschuster.co.uk/books/Men-Who-Hate-Women/Laura-Bates/9781398504653
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September.
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Rebuild.

Maria Ressa – 
journalist and anti-
disinformation 
activist – releases a 
ten point plan to fight 
disinformation with 
Russian journalist 
Dimitry Muratov. 

What you need to know | In the 

world of fighting disinformation 

and authoritarianism, Maria Ressa is 

about as big of a celebrity as you can 

get. Ressa’s work in the Philippines 

– through her news site, Rappler – 

standing up to the disinformation and 

trolling of President Rodrigo Duterte 

is legendary. Muratov’s CV is similarly 

epic.  

As editor-in-chief of Russia’s Novaya 

Gazeta newspaper, Muratov has been 

one of the leading pro-democracy 

voices in post-Soviet Russia.

People are saying | From the 

report: “We call for a world in which 

technology is built in service of 

humanity and where our global 

public square protects human rights 

above profits. Right now, the huge 

potential of technology to advance 

our societies has been undermined 

by the business model and design of 

the dominant online platforms. But 

we remind all those in power that 

true human progress comes from 

harnessing technology to advance 

rights and freedoms for all”

Analysis.

Currently the position of Big Tech platforms works for nobody; the platforms 

don’t want the responsibility for policing the online public square, and 

governments and citizens don’t trust them. The plan’s call for independent 

human rights oversight of platforms addresses this

By not giving exemptions to bad actors just because they have power, the 

plan calls on the European Union to cut disinformation off ‘upstream’ 

The plans call out the use of surveillance advertising, raising difficult 

questions for the marketing industry. Many business models could be 

upended by serious legislation in this area

https://www.rappler.com/technology/social-media/full-text-maria-ressa-dmitry-muratov-10-point-plan-address-information-crisis/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2021/ressa/facts/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2021/muratov/facts/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2021/muratov/facts/
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October.

South African billionaire, Elon Musk, 
completes his long-awaited take over of 
Twitter, triggering an uptick of racist bile on 
the platform.

What you need to know | Musk has long criticised the platform’s moderation 

policy, and activists immediately raised the alarm about the impact his 

leadership would have on levels of hate and misinformation on the platform. 

One of Musk’s first acts after acquiring the platform was to fire top level 

executives who he believes misled him over the prevalence of bots on the 

platform.

People are saying | Elon Musk on Twitter: “The reason I acquired Twitter is 

because it’s important to the future of civilization to have a common town 

square, where a wide range of beliefs can be debated in a healthy manner, 

without resorting to violence. There is currently a great danger that social 

media will splinter into far right wing and far left wing echo chambers that 

generate more hate and divide our society”.

Analysis.

Musk, in his statement to advertisers, claimed his main goal was to address 
rising polarisation – but one of the main drivers of this polarisation is 

widely-considered to be precisely the thing that makes platforms money 

from advertisement: their content recommendation algorithms. Genuinely 

tackling this issue would blow a hole in his own pocket

Musk’s vision for a platform that isn’t a “hellscape” but also welcomes a “wide 
range of beliefs” is already clashing with reality, as radical users begin to test 

the waters of how far the platform is willing to let them go 

If Musk is able to steady the ship enough to address the long-term challenges 

the platform faces, it’ll be important to watch whether any significant 

changes are made to the platform’s algorithms, such as who is allowed back 

on the platform and whether advertisers can use their financial power to 

impact either of these decisions
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Bird.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/28/elon-musk-twitter-moderation-council-free-speech
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/28/elon-musk-twitter-moderation-council-free-speech
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/28/elon-musk-twitter-moderation-council-free-speech
https://www.france24.com/en/americas/20220428-elon-musk-s-criticism-of-twitter-staff-sparks-backlash
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/oct/28/elon-musk-twitter-moderation-council-free-speech
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2022/10/27/twitter-elon-musk/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/technology/2022/10/27/twitter-elon-musk/
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November.
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Tsunami.

Hope for democracy 
as evidence from 
the United States 
appears to show 
that candidates 
embracing 
conspiracy theories 
are easier to beat.

What you need to know | 

Despite predictions to the contrary, 

Republican voters and Independent 

voters flock to pro-democracy, 

anti-misinformation Democratic 

Party candidates in the United 

States midterm elections, quelling a 

predicted ‘Red Tsunami’ for the GOP. 

People are saying | Democratic 

strategist David Shor stated: “The 

reason why Democrats won, is 

that they managed to both win 

independents — which is probably 

the first time that a party that 

controls the presidency has won 

independents in a midterm since 

2002. And [they] managed to get a 

non-trivial number of people who 

self-identify as Republicans to vote 

for Democratic incumbents.”.

Analysis.

Republican candidates across the US embraced conspiracy theories and 

associated anti-democracy rhetoric in the midterm elections – including a 

gubernatorial candidate in Wisconsin openly declaring that his party would 

never lose another election – as the politics of disinformation made more 

inroads into the mainstream

One of the biggest concerns among political scientists is the degree of 

polarisation in the US. Here, swathes of pro-Republican voters continue 

to support their party’s public messaging, regardless of how radical 

or undemocratic it becomes. The good news – and bottom line from 

the November midterm elections – is that it is precisely these radical, 

undemocratic and misinformed opinions that are losing the Republican 

Party votes

Findings like these provide a vital persuasion point for ‘moderates’ in the 

GOP – who are towing the radical line in their own ‘self-interest’. It appears 

as though spouting radical conspiracy theories might not be in their self-

interest after all

https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/democracy-2022-election-poll_n_6388ce76e4b0151bdb1efbb2
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23451103/2022-midterms-results-data-analysis-abortion-dobbs-shor
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23451103/2022-midterms-results-data-analysis-abortion-dobbs-shor
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/23451103/2022-midterms-results-data-analysis-abortion-dobbs-shor
https://www.axios.com/2022/10/23/republican-wave-midterms-congress
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/nov/02/wisconsin-republican-gubernatorial-candidate-tim-michels
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/democracy-2022-election-poll_n_6388ce76e4b0151bdb1efbb2
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/democracy-2022-election-poll_n_6388ce76e4b0151bdb1efbb2
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December.

A bizarre plot to overthrow the German 
government by a far-right group is foiled by 
security services.

What you need to know | Twenty-five arrests of far-right conspiracy theorists 

were carried out across Germany. Some, it was found, belonged to the 

Reichsberger movement, a radical group of conspiracy theorists who refuse to 

acknowledge the existence of the German government. The movement itself is 

only partly composed of right-wing extremists. The plot, which included ex-

military figures, centred around a low-level aristocrat who goes by the name of 

Heinrich XIII.

People are saying | Mariana Spring for BBC reported: “We’ve had warnings 

before about offline action linked to online disinformation and hate before 

anti-vaccine violence and the riots at the Capitol in the US. But this is a 

reminder that, even as the pandemic eases in some parts of the world, its 

conspiracy legacy remains - and can embolden little-known fringe groups to 

take action in the real world.”

Analysis.

Despite the ideology behind the plot being rooted in a desire to reinstall the 

Second Reich of 1871, extremism experts say that the obscure movement 

was “supercharged” by the proliferation of conspiracy theories during the 

pandemic

Many have pointed out that the rhetoric of the movement overlaps with the 

QAnon movement – which is unsurprising in the context that German is the 

second most translated language of QAnon content

This story highlights the ability of conspiracy theories to cross-pollinate 

across nation states and be influenced by events far beyond their borders
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Coup.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-63885028
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-63889792
https://www.verfassungsschutz.de/EN/topics/reichsbuerger-and-selbstverwalter/reichsbuerger-and-selbstverwalter_node.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-63885028
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/12/08/world/europe/germany-plot-qanon.html
https://twitter.com/kimbrunhuber/status/1601519172936237057?lang=en
https://time.com/6240005/germany-far-right-ukraine-war/
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